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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

The population of Bekcs.saba In 1951 was between 200,000 -~
300,000, Although the city had textile mills, brick
factorles, flour mills and a rallroad repalr shop, 1ts
cconomic 1ife was almost completely dependent upon the
Tfarming activities of the surrounding area. & commercilal
alrporty wag Joeated aspnroximately 15 kilometers northwests
of Bekesceava. Two Hunvarian military units were stationed
in the city: a self-propelled artillery unit and a frontier

guard unit. ZXach of these two unlts wasz approxlmately of
regimental strengih.

Polnt #1. ROPE FACTORY. Xnown ag the "Merkurl Fonogyar! ...
(No detalls avatiaple)

#2. THE CITY POWER 3TATION. Powered by Diesel
engines. The station consisted of ode bullding
With a fiat roof covered w_th gray slate.

#3. THE CITY HOSPITAL. (Varosl Korhaz). The hospital
comprised two separate three-gtory bulldings,
with low gabled, red tile roofs.
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FLOUR MILL. Known &8 the Rosenthal Mi1ll
(Rosenthal Malom). Steam operated, Trapezium-
shaped bullding, four Buories high. It wes a
gray brick building with a flat, red-tile roof.

HIGH SCHOOL (cenasruM) BUILDING. A three-story
brown bullding with & low gabled, red¢ tile roof.

THE CITY HALL. Two yellow bulldings, each two
storlies high with low gabled, gray slate roofs.

FLOUR MILL. Known as the Kovazs M11l (Kovacs
Malom). Steam operated. Composed of two separate
unpainted two-story rectangular-shaped bulldings.
Each was concrete and had low gabled, gray slate
roots,

BUCKSHOT CARTRIDGE FACTORY. Known as the
Hubertus Pactory (Hubertus Gyar)., A two-story,
white unpainted building with a red tile roof. A
number of brick smoke stacks protruded atout

five meters above the roof.

BILK FACTORY. Xnown as the State Lothing Factory
(Aloml Ruha Gyar). The factory cowprised two
buildings. One wap about 100 meters long,

70 ‘meters Wide of gray concrete with a gray slate
covered roof, ' This bullding, which was four

stories hilgh, housed the manufactuwring installations

‘and had a red brick smoke stack approximately

50 meters high. The pther bullding, which served
ag a storage place, was about 40 meters long,

25 meters wide, a single storied structure of gray
concrete with a low gabled, grav slate roof.

About 600 persons. mostly Women, were gmplioyed at
thieg factory. which cperated in three shiflts.
Parachute canopier were among the articles
manufactured here.

AGRICULTURAL £CHCOL., Xnoxkn as the Mezogazdasagl
Iskola. Composed of two bulldings. The larger
one, constricted of red brick, was absout 50 meters
long, 10 meters mwide and two storiles high, with a
low gabled, red tile roof. The other red dbrick
bullding was single-storied, about 20 meters long
and seven meters wide, with & low gabled, red tile
roof, The surrounding area wWas covered with tree
seplings and orchards.

TEXTILE §ROPE) FACTORY. XKnown a3 the Rokka Rope
Factory (Rokka Fonogyar). The factory was a gray,
brick ﬁuildlng‘about TO meters long and 30 metere
wide. It was three stories high, with a barrel
vault, light gray, corrugated metal roof, This
fectory was operated by electrical equipment and
employed about 200 persons working in three shifts.
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PIVE CAGRACKS DJILIINIS. ALl five
sawne dinensions: three stories h

70 msters long and 30 a-ters wide,
abled, red tile roofs. The buildi
camouflrge painted in 1951, A self-)roplled

wd one

artillsry unit,

braury 1951 from
f-propelled artiliery unit.

NALLZOAD 3TATION. A dark browu, two story
building about 10
with « To  saeled,

£ "wldate.
neters square,

slizhtly hizher sul bad a pyranicical o aped,
- ion, dumaged by boubs
snbsequently repaived.
10 L AUUL MAILROAD TiACKS.  Thers vere

¢ tracks in the station urea. The ruilroad
connccted Jekesesabs with Bulapest, Aral und
Hacyvalad.,

baildin: hins tvo black corrusated
about eisht wetsrs high. A nuaber of manually-
op-rated cranes wers in Lhis shop.

& A red brisx sioke stu
40 et sh, wns located

whits conmsrets seaoriul

rs wide, wad two meters

rivepointed red rlass wtar, approxisstely

two aeters in diameter, was locuted on top °
t: t. its 2 bronze plaque

sson.i+l who vere

The nonua=nt,

e s of Suviet

iilled in Lhe battle for

ircl.ding the red star, \
hts during the

T, Forusrly dorthy .iil

¥lo Street.

ALIRASSY SURSET.

Tl LU0 PLACE. It was open svery Thursday.
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Known #s the Hotel Csaba (Csaba
Szaloda) . wn, theoee story brick bullding
with a low gu ed, red tile roofl, located at

the corners of St. Istvan and Andrassy Streets.
It had 58 ms and wiw the main hotel in
Bekescsaba .

HOTEL BULLD 'LN(;

CSABA MOVILE THEATER, (Ceaba Mozgo). The capacity
of the theaier was approximately 200 persons.

PETOFL MOVIE THEATER. (Petotl Mozgo). Its
capacity was approximately 200 persons.

THEATER BULLDING. Known as the Bartok Theater
(Bartok Szinhaz). A white, two story building
about 100 metersa lonyg and 30 meters wide, It had
& metal cupola type roof and was :monted in
Szechenyl Park (Bzecheryl Liget

THE PIGS BATHING LAKE (Diszno Fureszto).

THE RACE TRACK,

BT. ISTVAN STREET.

BAROSS STREET.

BERENYI STRELT.

HAJNAL STREET,

OROSHAZI STREET.

SAINT LOULS BIREET (Szent Laszlo Ut),

3. Industrlal and Bcoaomlc Cheéracteristics:

The surr ng area of Bekes b2 18 level and
under cultlvation, with the prineipal crope being
wheat, hemp and sugar beets. The basic
manufacturing enterpripes were connected with the
agricultural products of the region. There were
also metallurgical factories and/or mines in this
area.

The collectivization program in the Bekescssba
Reglon was well advanced., Some private land

owners still remained (maximum farm area, 15 acres)j

however, these Individual farmers were compelled
to sell half their products to the state at low

prices. The great majority of the farmers were

dissatisfied with the collectivizatlon program.

(I am not &ble to glve any specific Instances nx‘
active resistance to the collectivization progr

by the farmers.) Although violaters were immedintely

arrested and the prices of products fixed by the
authorities, black merket activities were
extenslve among the farrers.

All menufacturing enterprises in Bekescsaba were
state-owned, with the norm gystem in effect in
the enjerprises. A mimimum norm would be
established whicn had to be met by every worker in
order to receive the tasic pay. If a certain

s
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percentage of the Workers exceeded thelr narms,
the bacic norm waw then —aimsed for g1l Workers.,
The basic pay rate wud lncreased, hut not et the
pame raLe at which the norm was increased, Due
to this apeed-up aystem, the accldent rate was
high:.

(d) The Stakbanovite system was also used, These
"sharp workers" (Elmunkas) recelved bonuses and
medaly and considersble newspaper publlelty.

(e} The individual worker had to obtaln an offieinl
release from his employment in order to move
from one Job to another, In the evernt managenent
considered tnat & worker would be more valueble
in snother enterprise, he could be ordered tc
change Jobs, If he retfused, the worker was dis-
charged and risked being declared unacceptabls fer
employment by other enterprises,

(f) The average weekly wage for induatrial workers
(February 1951) was 160 forints for skilied and
90 forints for unskilled workers. The officisl
rate of exchamge was eight forinte to the dollar,
Specialists, such as chief mechanics, received
spproximately 200 forints weekly; engineers
received 2,000-3,000 forints per month, ¥omen
constituted the majority of white-collar workers,
since white-collar positions were classifled as
"1ight category”. The average wage for these
workers was 150-360 forints weekly. Thers was &
tendency to assign women to all categories of
"11ght" work: e.g., barbers, taexl drivers, tTalm
and street conductors, etc.

(g) The following iz a list of consumer goods prices
in Bekescsabs, estatlished by the authorlties In
the January-February 1951 perlod:

(1) Monthly rent for two rooms, k. “chen,
bathroom, and one small storer.om was
160 forints,

@) Monthly rent for one room and kitchen
was 80 forints.

(3 Bread (white) tWwo forinte per kilogrr=

(4) Brezad (brown) 1,60 forints per kilogran

(5) Meat (pork) six. seven forints per
kKilogram

(6)  Meat (beet) four forints per kilogram

(1 Meat (ve.t) . four-five forints per
kilogram

(8) rair of chickens o> forints

() S epE ,00 forints (90 fillers)

(1) Largd 16-20 forints per
kilogram

(11 CAENRTS 2y frorinis per kilogram

Seugy
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(12 Milk 1.50 forints per
1ltey .
(13 Sugar (lump) 6.50 - seven forints ;
per killogram -
(14) - Sugar (granu- slx forints per kilogram
lated)
(15) - Coffee (not 90 forints per kilogram
ground) (seldom available)
(16) Potatoes 1.60 - two forints per
killogram
(17) © Wine (red) nine-11 forints per liter
(1& ° Wine (white) elght-nine forints per
liter
(19) Beer (glass) 1 .40 forints
(20) Shoes (good 240-300 forinte
quality
(21). Sult (good 1,600 forints
gquality wool)
(22) © Shirt k2-50 forints

(23) Overcoat (long) 2,400 forints
(24). © Soap (laundry) 16 forints per kilogram

(25) - Beap (toliet)

Lard, butter, sugar, and sopap Were rationed, with
the prices on 21l of the above-mentioned ltems
eatablirhed by the sgovernment. The black market
prices were higher. I am not famllier with the
rationing system.

The pepulation of Bekesc¢saba was about 80% Slovak
(Teth) origin; the remainder were of Magyar
mcestry. The Slovaks Were primarlly engaged in
agriculture while the Magyars =eneraliy worked

in the various industrial establishments. About TO0%
of the populetion was Protestant. The Communists
apparently hesitated to take any drastlic measures
agalnst the churches here and there did rot seem

to be any frictlor between the various national

and religious sroups in the reslon.

Politieally, the large majority of the population
was anti-communigt. There were not more than *
200 convinced Cemmunlsts in Bekescpala.

Y
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Pilis-0 LIIATION, = seimury wenng of sublie

traug zortetion wns sugslins-powsred 8treet cars,

The street norg provided intpaceity transsortation
onlyy Lusar wars a5 .4 Por inter-grban trang=

portation. <he trolleyr zyebem wag xpadwn ae the

Alomi bxyeges lmzdasmel ,nant {ausi), -

POWLR 8UP2LY. Dlectrie power 783 srovided hy one
powsr glation in Jekeicsaba. Fowsr nred was

112 volts for douestic eity lighting, 220 vsits ror
lizhting outside ks city, ond 360 voite ~ap
industrial instsllations, aiternatin. tyne

current was ured, Thepes gars pa ~~teietiong on the
amount of eurrsnt uvelleble £9 srivete  nopegners,

Rl TeAL LuCT i3, BISLIESS Sugrois i
The best residential district was in ‘-x sauthe
ensiern dart of tue eity vnd ves krowup ae th
Sixth Szetion. .ingt of the huileinge in the sector
vere villus ard were gecanisd by 1leh sovermment
of¥icizls, ~ranving Somaunist Yarby aembers,

and stakhanaviies {ao long oo tiey wmintuined ~peir
hirh nsiras). worizers lived in vhe seetors shown as
noints j1, 42 and IS ZSEC overlqﬁ7. Tae buscinesgsg
srctor was ¢oncsntratid malnly - B3 Andrassy Gtreet
to Gt. Istven Steset and Sneladed darosg, Uepenyi

wid Hajnal Streets,  aow housin, .vojects rera v-ing
plurned or it soubhern outsklirts of Lus city in

the area uf ¢he Firner recs traek, «nd fn 4= northe
=0stern outskirts ucross the "Pigs Jathing 2ool".

These projrets will presumably be workersg!

apartnents, The atreets wers eitjer conerete

or of granite stunes «nd wers lighted with elsetricity.
itdn straets were 19-15 meters wide, wille secandary
strests were aboul L0 sicters wida,

s b SOAINTCATICH Lon!'f-di‘.?‘;in_m“n' trlentone
calls coald be wmnie aniy Lrom +he qain telenhone
atution, located in Lin voft=ofrice, Teleprems c..lv
b+ sent only from the nont-office, vio identi lcation
nscesgary when ssading telegrams, ) Althouch
dom~stle mall was not eensored, locoming and Ditzoing
forelpn mail was apost-checksd. .

teills  Thare wur nbout one radio set ar eveory Lwo

houses In the cily. idany of $h deople did not

helicve tha Dudapest redio atations or cy=n brther
to livten o tham., The Voles af Awmries program
had a larpm audience; howsver, (¢t v,y difficult to
isten to bacnuse of Jomming by o :cial radio
steticn near the lzolnok (47108-1% ) redlroad

st ion. The Jumming wlation brszun pmrating

©oan woveabar 1950 and was mot effoctive vhen Lih-
coro ol aasplen ar 33C broadengta ool mucle o

o ave (G0-103 meliinj.  Tu- broadeasts wvere-

t Ly Tree froa intecforence wiey on mediuw wovae
a {over 700 wetara}, and wors =ff=otive during
nbere  lDaytiaen jemning was Less freqaaut Lhan

n»oitbe  She Lest usrlod for braniengtineg vus
urbrmen 2100-2300 huurs because o larzeyr ragdio
warilence war than wval: :hle, Aost 4 ~he ridis sets
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‘available to the population were “popular
radio sets on which only the Budapest stations
could be heard. People cuught 'imtening to the
Volce of America or the BBC had their sets con-
Plscated and were liable to arrest.

(f) MEDICAL FACILITIES, There was one hospital 1in
Bekescsaba, which provided medical and surgical
services., Free medlcal service was granted to
members of the Public Medical Help Associlation
(Orszagos Tarsadaiml Intezet). All govermment
employees (including cgllective farm members) had
to belong to this organizaticn. Only residenis of
the city and county were adm~ted to the hospital,
With exceptionse being made 1r emergency cases, The
prospective patlent was otherwise ebliged to go fo
the hospital &t his place of residence for treatment.

() NEWSPAPERS., Dally newspapers pu.lished in
Bekegesaba were the Vihars=rok (Storm Corner) and the. .
Biharnepe (Bihar County F= "= . Both were Commmist
publications.
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